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UM LECTURE TO FOCUS ON CURRICULUM CONTROVERSY 
MISSOULA —
In the controversy over traditional "great books" and 
whether they should form the cornerstone of a humanities 
education, English Professor Gerald Graff has an alternative 
answer: Teach the controversy.
Graff, who will discuss his views at the University of 
Montana Thursday, Dec. 7, argues that educators should engage 
students in the curriculum debate, exposing them to conflicting 
theories and approaches.
His speech, "Coherence Without Consensus: Reflections on the 
Great Curriculum Controversy," will be the third installment in 
the UM's 1989-90 President's Lecture Series. It will begin at 8 
p.m. in the Montana Theatre of the Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center.
Graff is the John C. Shaffer Professor of Humanities and 
English at Northwestern University in Chicago, 111. His books 
include "Literature Against Itself: Literary Ideas in Modern 
Society" and "Professing Literature: An Institutional History."
The free public lecture series, established by UM President 
James Koch, will continue through May 1990.
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